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Don’t tear it down!; preserving the earthquake resistant
vernacular architecture of Kashmir.

Title main entry. Ed. and photographs by Randolph Langenbach.
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Langenbach is a former architecture professor at U. of California at
Berkeley and senior FEMA analyst, and he has written this illustrated
survey of architecture in the Indian state of Kashmir to demonstrate how
traditional construction methods have led to earthquake-resistant struc-
tures. Written for anyone interested in the region and its architecture, this
book documents the damage caused by the 2005 earthquake in Kashmir
and notes how a combination of soft soils and elastic building materials
in taq and dhajji dewari buildings protected residents. Appendices
include a glossary of technical terms and a comparison to building prac-
tices in Kathmandu, Nepal.
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